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Go for a holiday
Old Fashioned and

other crafty cocktails
from Concord author

J.M. Hirsch
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in your



Rumford Stone has a sweet selection of natural stone, quartz, and porcelain surfaces. Choose from a wide array of colors 
from today’s top manufacturers to create eye-catching countertops that can be enjoyed for years to come. Homeowners, 
professional kitchen designers, and installers looking for selection, expertise, and service, trust Rumford Stone to take their 
creative vision and deliver finely crafted surfaces for every room in the house. Begin exploring the endless possibilities at 
the Rumford Stone Design Center and Slab Yard. If you or your clients can dream it,
 it’s probably here. Contact your local kitchen dealer or stop by our showroom today.

Showroom: 95 Sheep Davis Road, Route 106 Pembroke, NH   .  Slab Yard: 284 River Road, Bow, NH  .  603.224.9876  .  RumfordStone.com

JUST WHAT EVERY  
KITCHEN NEEDS,
A LITTLE 
EYE CANDY.



Winter 2022-2023 | Around Concord  3

NE-396583

Make your home 
your favorite place to be.

Follow us
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NE-382994

FamilyOwnedSince1940
Heating Oil • Propane • Service • Installations

JohnnyPrescott
HeatingOil Propane

122 Airport Road, Concord, NH • 603-225-5991 • www.prescottoil.com
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24 Liven up
the holidays

Pitchfork Records in Concord
has made a retro revival

18 D o n’t wait for the next Winter Olympics
– you can try your hand at curling now

30 A photo tour of United Shoe Repair, a
local cobbler with a century of history

36 Want some holiday shopping ideas?
These were voted the best in the area

Some cocktail ideas straight
from the book – C o n c o rd
author J.M. Hirsch shares

On the cover: An Old Fashioned
in Hirsch’s kitchen.

Photo by Geoff Forester
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A tale of
two seasons

I think it’s fair to say that a lot of Granite Staters have a love-
hate relationship with winter.

On one hand, our state has so much to offer when it comes
to outdoor recreation — skiing, sledding, snowshoeing, ice skat-
ing — much of which is accessible without having to travel far.
And there aren’t many places more beautiful in winter than New
Hampshire with snow-laden trees and idyllic landscapes.

T h e re’s also much to take in away from
the elements like art shows, concerts and
theater. During the holiday season espe-
cially, the Capital Region shows up big
time with seasonal classics like The
N u t c ra c ke r and A Christmas Carol ( m o re
about all of the holidays shows and per-
formances inside) craft fairs, businesses
that have been a mainstay for decades
and coffee shops and restaurants galore.

On the other hand, there are plenty of
struggles that come with the snow (and
the sleet and the ice) like the chore of
clearing cars for the morning commute,
shoveling the driveway, and keeping the
house warm when the temperature
drops. Some days it’s easy to let this view
of the winter season win out.

But another thing that a lot of Granite
Staters have in common is grit. People of
strong character are built in New Hamp-
shire, and that’s something to be proud
of. We fight through the tough parts of
winter to be able to enjoy the fun and the
beauty of the season. Like, getting up far
too early on a winter morning to make it to the mountain in
time for first tracks. And with a reputation like that, who can’t
take on a little wintry mix?

In this edition of Around Concord, you’ll get the whole gamut
of the wonders that winter in the Capital Region has to offer.
Whether you spend your season out and about (fancy giving
curling a go?) or prefer to stay cozy and watch the snow fall
from your living room window (why not try your hand at a cus-
tom cocktail?) make this season your own with all that Concord
has to offer.

Allie Ginwala
Around Concord magazine

Monitor file
As John Stark would tell
you, New Hampshire
has a long history of
beautiful and often
brutal winters.

Everyone defines 
wealth differently.
We work in partnership 

with you to create, 
implement and manage 
investment solutions that 

meet your objectives 
today and for future 

generations.

Good things happen 
when we work together.

888-675-5244
www.barharborwealth.com

90 North Main Street
Concord, NH 03301

Bar Harbor Wealth Management is a 
subsidiary of Bar Harbor Bank & Trust. 
Investment products are not deposits 
or obligations of the Bank, are not FDIC 
insured, are not guaranteed by the 
Bank and are subject to investment 
risk, including possible loss of value or 
principal amount invested.
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Call for a
new patient visit

We care about your smile 
...you wear it everyday!

228-9276

All phases of dentistry, including…
Implants • Veneers • Same-day Whitening

Crowns • Bonding • Dentures

Your smile should 
be comfortable & 

confident!
Today...

6 Loudon Road • 1st floor • Concord, NH 03301
Laur ieRosatoDMD.com
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WINTER IS COMING.
IS YOUR HEATING SYSTEM READY?

Four Generations of Dependable Expert Family Service

WHEN IT COMES TO HOME COMFORT
WE ARE YOUR SPECIALISTS.

• Pure Comfort heating oil & premium propane

• Complete HVAC systems
– including oil, gas,& solid fuel
– design, installation and service

• Water treatment & UV air purification
systems

• Generator sales, installation and service

• 24-hour emergency service available

• Over 75 years in the home heating industry!

76 Pine Street | Contoocook | 746.3456

800.730.2426 | www.hrclough.com

H.R. Clough, Inc.
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THE TIP LIST

Fast faves
Charm Emiko, founder and director of ProjectSTORY (which
stands for Supporting Talents Of Rising Youth) is dedicated to
empowering and supporting New American youth in Concord.
Charm is excited to see the Concord area become a home for
diversity and hopes people will continue that work by embracing
and celebrating growing diverse communities, talking to neigh-
bors, and supporting local businesses. Along with fellow Project-
STORY leaders Fisto Ndayishimiye, Fred Nshimiyimana, Frank
Mucyo and Junior Mtunipesa, Charm shared some of the places
that are important to them and the communities they serve.

Keach
Park
It ’s the
central lo-
cation for
all our work
and a place
where young
people and their
families frequently gather. Our kids use
the big fields for soccer and running, the
basketball courts and pool, and the beau-
tiful shady trees for reading during our
summer leadership camp. A favorite is the
community mural, a recent addition and
collaboration between local artists, the
community, and our ProjectSTORY kids.

Kimball Jenkins School of Art
We ’ve been included in campus art events throughout the
year and were featured in Mawouko Aboussa’s art show last
spring. Kimball Jenkins Art Camp scholarships provide op-
portunities for us to visit during the summer, and we enjoy
this beautiful estate and the kind and amazing directors and
staff. They’ve created a safe space for BIPOC communities,
and I enjoy bringing our ProjectSTORY family to an environ-
ment where they feel welcomed and appreciated. Our kids
are subjected to racism every day, so we strive to empower
and educate our youth in a safe and respectful way.

Kate Fleming,
Aaron Jones
Mawouko Aboussa
at Kimball Jenkins

Bank of
NH Stage

Led by director Sal Prizio, this holds a special place in our hearts because it featured our first
big public event, New Americans Got Talent. (This will become an annual event, so stay tuned!)
Our young people were able to showcase a variety of talents and compete for prizes on the
big stage in a professional atmosphere. This event brought the community together for an
evening of talent, diversity, and fun.

Kathmandu
Bazaar
The Asian and African
market and restaurant up
on the Heights is run by
local Nepalese families. All
of the food is authentic,
fresh, and homemade. My fa-
vorites are the samosas and mo-
mos. Having ethnic food close by is important to us,
and our members, because it allows them to ex-
press themselves and connect with their culture, all
while feeling closer to home.

O v e rc o m e r s
Refugee
Services
Led by executive director
Clement Kigugu, this is a

favorite place to seek sup-
port, guidance and familiar

friendly faces. Overcomers
has been instrumental in offer-

ing support as we continue to grow and empower
more young people. We’re proud to serve over 80
New American youth in Concord. We also join with
Overcomers for many events throughout the year
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THROUGH DEC. 18

D i c ke n s ’ ‘A
Christmas Carol’

Adapted by Jill Pinard, in this origi-
nal adaptation of the holiday classic,
Hatbox Theatre focuses on how the
dream-like qualities of the ghost story
aspect of Dickens’ work can bring
about redemption.

Is it “an undigested bit of beef” – a
line in the original story – that leads
Scrooge to have bad dreams or is he
really being visited by ghosts intent on
helping him redeem himself. Audience
members, too, will wonder if they are
dreaming when they are immersed in
sound, lights and projections that
bring out these eerier aspects of
S c ro o ge’s fateful night. Friday and Sat-
urday performances are at 7:30 p.m.,
Sunday performances at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $22 for adults, $19 for
students/seniors/members, and $16 for
senior members. Visit hatboxnh.com.

DEC. 8 to 11

Holiday One – Acts
Franklin Footlight Theatre will

touch your heart and tickle your funny
bone with five one-act plays that are
full of Christmas spirit at Franklin
Opera House (Franklin City Hall, 316
Central St., Franklin). The Little Match
Girl, by Herman Ammann.; Sharing,
by O.B. Rozell; North Pole’s Got Talent,
by Lavinia Roberts; An Old-Fashioned
Christmas, by Sally Bowman; and The
Gift of the Magi, by Anne Coulter
Martens. Performances are Dec. 8 to 10
at 7:30 p.m. and Dec. 11 at 2 p.m. Tick-
ets are $18 for adults, $16 for seniors,
students and children. Seating is re-
served. Visit franklinoperahouse.org.

Your ticket
to the
season

DON’T MISS IT
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DEC. 10

The Nutcracker
Celebrate the holidays with the tra-

dition of the Nutcracker at 2 p.m. at
the Concord City Audi (2 Prince St.,
Concord). Presented by Turning
Pointe Center of Dance, the family-
friendly production is a wonderful
kick-off to the holiday season that re-
tains the classical, magical experience
for viewers of all ages. Tickets are $20
and available at the dance studio (371
Pembroke St., Pembroke) as well as on
the Turning Pointe Center of Dance
Facebook page and at the door. For
more information call (603) 485-8710.

DEC. 10

Boston Pops
Holiday Concert

The Boston Pops Esplanade Or-
chestra returns to SNHU Arena (555
Elm St., Manchester) to perform their
beloved Holidays Pops concert on
Dec. 10 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets start at
$55. Visit snhuarena.com for more.

DEC. 11

Holiday POPS!
Revel in the spirit of the holidays

with a high-octane, fun-filled program
on Dec. 11 at 3 p.m. at the Concord
City Audi (2 Prince St., Concord).
Tickets are $20 to $60 for adults, $18
to $55 for seniors (65 and up), $10 for
for youths (age 12 to 17), free with pur-
chase of adult ticket, junior (under
12). See symphonhnh.org or (603) 595-
9156. Visit theaudi.org for more.

DEC. 11

Canterbury Singers
Celebrate the magic of the holiday

season with the Canterbury Singers
as they sing Holiday Shaker songs at
Canterbury Shaker Village (288
Shaker Rd., Canterbury) on Dec. 11 at
4 p.m. Visit shakers.org for more.

DEC. 11

Capital Jazz Orchestra
The annual yuletide program at

the Capitol Center for the Arts (44 S.
Main St., Concord) on Dec. 11 at 4 p.m.

Hear from guest vocalists CJ & Laura
Poole, along with narrator Laura Knoy
of NHPR who will be reciting her tra-
ditional version of The Night Before
Christmas. Tickets are $27.50 and up.
Visit ccanh.com for more.

DEC. 15

Christmas Ball
Join Greg and the Morning Buzz

Team as they host an all-star cast of
musicians, performers, comedians,
and special guests at Christmas Ball
2022 at Capitol Center for the Arts
(44 S. Main St., Concord) on Dec. 15 at
7 p.m. Tickets are $45 and up. Visit
ccanh.com for more.

DEC. 17

The Nutcracker
This holiday season’s best perfor-

mances continue with Safe Haven
Ballet’s The Nutcracker on Dec. 17 at
4:30 p.m. at the Capitol Center for the
Arts (44 S. Main St., Concord). Tick-
ets are $34.50 and up. Visit ccanh.com
for more.

Our lending professionals live in the communities 
we serve and can help you choose the mortgage 
program that’s right for you.

HOME MORTGAGES • JUMBO LOANS
CONSTRUCTION LOANS 

LAND LOANS • HOME EQUITY LOANS

603.227.6020 • 198 Loudon Rd., Concord, NH
sugarriverbank.com Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender

ELLEN LESSARD
Mortgage Loan Officer
Concord: 603.227.6011
Mobile: 603.477.7891
elessard@sugarriverbank.com

Simplify your loan process. 
Call Ellen Today.

Concord • Warner • Newport
New London • Sunapee • Grantham

Experince the Difference of  
Your Hometown Bank! 

NEAL MEAGHER
Vice President and Senior Retail Loan Officer
Concord: 603.227.6011
Mobile: 603.477.3017
nmeagher@sugarriverbank.com
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RETRO
R E V I VA L

Geoff Forester
Pitchfork Records owner Michael Cohen sifts through albums
to mark for pricing at the downtown store.

Despite major changes in music industry,
Pitchfork Records as relevant as ever

By DAVID BROOKS
With 49 years in the business of selling music, Michael Cohen has seen

about everything. Lately, he’s seeing it all over again.
“It ’s gone back to the beginning!” said Cohen, the owner of downtown

mainstay Pitchfork Records & Stereo, sounding both amused and a little in-
c re d u l o u s .

Cohen was a student at Henniker’s New England College in 1972 when he
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and some friends started selling vinyl
records – then called LPs or long-play-
ing records to differentiate from single-
song 45’s. He says he wasn’t particu-
larly a music aficionado; it just seemed
like a fun thing to do. Then the friends
wanted to sell out so he bought the
business for the princely $400 in 1973
and hasn’t looked back. (The name
pitchfork is a reference to Henniker’s
agricultural history, by the way; the on-
line music venue of that name came
along decades later.)

Cohen quickly brought the store to
Concord. Over the years, as LP records
gave way to 8-tracks and cassettes and
CDs, he moved up and down Main
Street before settling 13 years ago into
his current high-profile spot at the cor-
ner of Pleasant and North Main streets,

Pitchfork Records manager Dre Svensson works on cataloging
albums at the downtown store.

Geoff Forester photos
The north side window of Pitchfork Records has been a downtown staple for decades.
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formerly home to Foodee’s.
“It ’s the best location in Concord,”

he said. “We see everything. We see
more than we want to see, some-
t i m e s .”

Pitchfork Records is a monument
to the surprising resurgence of vinyl
records, which have not only come
back from the dead but in 2021 actu-
ally out-sold CDs in this country. “If
you had asked 5 years ago if it would
last I would have told you no, but it
keeps on getting bigger and bigger
and bigger,” said Cohen.

Much of Pitchfork’s business re-
volves around LPs. That includes hun-
dreds of used ones that Cohen buys
from people who (like this reporter)
are unloading their no-longer-played
collection for a lot more than once
seemed possible.

“Th at ’s probably 20%, 25% of our
business. The customer comes in,
t h ey ’re downsizing, and it’s a win-
win-win. They win by selling some-
thing they don’t need; we win be-
cause it’s business for us; and the
buyer wins when they get a record
they want,” Cohen said. “It ’s the most
profitable part of the business.”

The only non-winners are the
older folks who lament that they gave
away or dumped their old records
years before.

Pitchfork sells plenty of brand-new
records, as well, both reissues of clas-
sic albums and newly pressed re-
leases from current artists. The store
also sells a number of different
turntables so you can spin your ana-
log tunes. And although new and
used CDs remain a big chunk of the
business, as well as posters and other
music paraphernalia, it’s vinyl records
that fill the windows and give Pitch-
fork its retro/modern aura.

“Customers are young, they’re old,
people that have been shopping here
the whole time he’s been open, a lot
of teens from St. Paul’s come in and
buy posters and vinyl. There’s a huge
range of people,” said Dre Svensson, a
2012 Concord High School graduate
who has worked at Pitchfork three
ye a rs .

The appeal of vinyl, she says, is
multifaceted. “It ’s the whole experi-
ence of looking through them and
finding stuff that you have no idea
what it is and buying it because

yo u’re curious, and there’s all the new
vinyl, remastered and re-pressed, and
all the new artists you can get. It’s ev-
e r y t h i n g ,” she said.

Perhaps surprisingly, Cohen said
the advent of digital music and online
streaming, which has devastated the
finances of record companies and
recording artists, hasn’t hurt him.
Maybe it even helps.

“People hear something, then they
come in and buy a physical product.
They don’t want it just on the phone;
people want to own something,” he
sa i d .

P itchfork’s building is owned by
Endicott Furniture, which Cohen calls
“a great landlord,” and assuming mu-
sic-buying trends don’t take some
weird unprofitable turn – p re s u m a bly
not even the most old-school-loving
fan is going to start demanding 78’s or
Edison wax cylinders  – P itchfork
should stick around for a while.

“We ’re an institution now,” Co h e n
joked. ◆

Geoff Forester
Vinyl records actually outsold CDs
across the U.S. in 2021.

7,000 Square Feet 
Of Unique Treasures

Open: Mon - Sat: 10-6 • Sun: 11-5
137 Storrs Street, Concord, NH

603.225.6100
www.ConcordAntiquesGallery.com
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BROOMS
& STONES
The art of curling finding
traction in Plymouth

By ERIC RYNSTON-LOBEL
It ’s early October, one of the prime times of the year for sports

fans: football season is underway, the MLB postseason is about to
begin and basketball and hockey seasons are on the horizon. But at
the ice rink at Plymouth State University, 32 men and women, rang-
ing in age from their 20s to their 60s slide across the ice lightly
tossing stones, ferociously sweeping the frozen surface and loudly
calling out directions.

It ’s curling night.
For seven weeks from late-August through mid-October, Ply-

mouth State University hosts its curling league – prior experience
not required.

It all started back in 2014. Dave Gyger, the arena manager,
wanted to find something that would fill what they call the “shoul-
der seasons” – the fall and spring when the ice isn’t needed for
hockey. He’d first been introduced to curling in the late ’90s.

“It was the most fun I’d ever had on the ice,” he said. “I said if I
ever got into another rink that we had available ice to do this, I
would love to start it.”

Gyger began working at Plymouth State in 2012; two years in, he
decided to try to follow through on that goal. Public interest in
curling had spiked during the 2014 Olympics in Sochi, Russia, even

“They bought
stones for the

arena. I’d seen it
in the Olympics

and thought,
‘Hey, I’ll try it
and see how it
goes.’ And I’ve
been doing it
ever since.”
DAVE GYGER

WINTER SPORTS
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Chris Strahler pushes a
stone during a curling
match at Plymouth
State University this
past October.

Geoff Forester



20 a ro u n d c  o n c  o rd .  c  o m

though neither the men’s nor women’s U.S. curling teams
fared well.

“I went to my supervisor, and I said, ‘I’d like to start
this program.’ At the time, she supported it, and the uni-
versity bought the equipment, and we put it out there,”
Gyger said. “Our very first Learn to Curl, we had over 250
people come through the door, so it was an immediate
success. It was amazing.”

Brendon Hoch, a Plymouth resident, was one of the
early newcomers.

“They bought stones for the arena. I’d seen it in the
Olympics and thought, ‘Hey, I’ll try it and see how it
go e s ,’” he said. “And I’ve been doing it ever since.”

Gyger still holds free Learn to Curl sessions twice a
year as a way of introducing people to the sport. Those
events have helped build up the league’s popularity to

Geoff Forester
Chris Strahler says the first curling event at Plymouth State University drew more than 250 participants.

11 South Main Street, Concord, NH 03301
(603) 504-3500 • HotelConcordNH.com

Live Free & Stay

New Hampshire’s Newest AAA Four Diamond Hotel

NE-405113
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where it is now. 
Linda Levy, from Holderness, also started curling at

Plymouth State when the rink opened for curling eight
years ago. Now, she’ll be teaching her first curling ses-
sions this coming spring. 

“We ’re all pretty novice-ish when you compare us to
the Olympians,” she said. “But you catch on pretty
quickly if you’re willing to pay attention to the minute de-
ta i l s .”

‘Pretty humbling’

Contrary to other rinks that are used exclusively for
curling, Gyger and his team have the unique challenge of
maintaining the ice for hockey and skating as well. That
requires some additional maintenance.

Scott Shedd, the rink’s assistant manager, said for
hockey, they’ll usually just smooth out the ice with the
Zamboni. For curling, they’ll start prepping the ice at 4:30
for a 6 a.m. curling session. That includes using the Zam-
boni, but also dry cutting the ice (scraping the ice with-

Chris Pollack gets her equipment ready for a curling
match at Plymouth State University.

Geoff Forester

Have you been to NH's
premier space and
aviation musuem?

We'll see you soon!
Visit www.starhop.com to
reserve your tickets today!

Multiple Floors of Interactive Exhibits
Full Dome Planetarium Theater
Observatory Open for Sky Gazing

92' Redstone Rocket Replica
Special Events & Programs

Countdown Cafe' & Science Store
Toddler Area for Young Learners
Easy Navigation & Free Parking!

goldsmiths-gallery.com
PURVEYORS OF RESPONSIBLY SOURCED GEMSTONES AND RECYCLED GOLD

603-224-2920
Tue - Fri 10:00-5:30

Sat 10:00-4:00
goldsmiths-gallery.com

2 Capital Plaza
57 N.Main Street

Concord, NH 03301 

Goldsmiths Gallery LLCGoldsmiths Gallery LLCGoldsmiths Gallery LLCGoldsmiths Gallery LLCGoldsmiths Gallery LLCGoldsmiths Gallery LLCGoldsmiths Gallery LLC
Turning Ideas Into Memories

NE-403397
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out water) and making sure each of the four lanes used
for matches have even surfaces. 

After, they’ll roll the 42-pound stones onto the ice.
Made of granite only found at two locations in the world
– Ailsa Craig, a Scottish island, and Trefor, a village on
the coast of Wales – it’s not the kind of granite you’d
make your kitchen countertops out of. It’s a non-porous
granite, meaning it won’t absorb water and won’t shatter
into pieces when it makes contact with other stones.

According to Gyger, if the stones are cared for prop-
erly, they can last anywhere from 30 to 50 years. So once
Plymouth State bought them, they were committed to
running the program for the long haul.

Gyger and Shedd store the stones in a bin connected
to the ice rink so they’re kept cold at all times; if they be-
come too warm, they’d melt the carefully-manicured ice.
They also provide the players brooms and grippers to
help the curlers maintain their balance on the ice because
they don’t wear skates.

The Plymouth curling league is unique because usu-

Brendon Hoch, a Plymouth resident, was one of the
early newcomers to the rink at Plymouth State
University to begin the curling games. He thought he’d
give it a try after watching the sport on television during
the Winter Olympics.

Geoff Forester

GROWYOURREACH - GROWYOURSALES - GROWYOURBUSINESS
Everything Local Businesses Need To Succeed Online

SUPPORT@NNEDIGITAL.COM
WWW. NNEDIGITAL .COM

+1 (603) 369-3347
Concord Monitor, Concord Insider, Monadnock Ledger-Transcript, Valley News, Daily Hampshire Gazette, Greenfield Recorder, Athol Daily News, Valley Advocate

A FULL SERVICE DIGITAL-AGENCY
From your business’s core digital footprint, its website, to the long digital shadow it casts across
the whole internet, from social media to directory listings, reviews and targeted advertising, our
digital experts can help ensure the world sees you at your very best.
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ally, Gyger said, people form a club first, and then they’ll
find an arena to rent for sessions. In this case, the Ply-
mouth State ice arena already has the equipment and or-
ganizes the matches for people to come curl.

The rink has become so well-regarded that the Grand
National Curling Club – the largest curling organization
in the United States – has hosted three arena champi-
onships at Plymouth.

“I think that just kind of confirms that we are able to
put out a good product, as far as an ice arena surface to
curl on,” Gyger said. “We hosted it back in June, and we
had teams from Atlanta, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Ver-
mont – all the New England states – the Carolinas. So
people have heard that we have a good product and want
to come up and curl with us. Pretty humbling to know
that we’re doing such a great job.”

‘Very sportsmanlike’

During matches, curlers navigate across the ice, some
bundled up like they’re outside in mid-January, while oth-
ers dress more lightly. The ice itself is kept at 18 to 21,
while the rink is a balmy 45 to 55. 

Kevin Hilbrunner stands out most noticeably, wearing
a Hawaiian shirt over long sleeves. He started curling in
2020 at a Learn to Curl right before the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Even though things subsequently shut down, he’d

gotten enough of a taste to know he loved the sport.
“[I] just watched all kinds of videos and stuff during

the pandemic and got hooked even more, understood the
strategy more,” he said. 

As a veteran with disabilities, Hilbrunner said he par-
ticularly appreciates the accessibility of the sport.

“The nice thing with curling is it’s a fully adaptable
type of sport, and it’s inclusive, so that’s the one positive
thing I like,” he said. “It ’s a very positive sport. Everyone
shakes their hand in the beginning and in the end. It’s
very sportsmanlike.”

‘Curling’s not a
real sport, Dad!’

Gyger continues to work to build and expand the pro-
gram (non-Olympic years tend to see lighter interest).
One area of focus has been encouraging Plymouth State
students to participate. This includes an eight-week class
that the university offers to help students fulfill their
physical education requirement.

The hope is that they’ll want to join the wider array of
curlers from around the state who come to Plymouth’s ice
rink every week because they just love to curl.

“My family teases me a lot because they’re like, ‘Cu rl -
ing’s not a real sport, Dad,’” Hoch, the Plymouth resident,
said. “And I tell them: It’s an Olympic sport.” ◆

Now, beauty’s at 

your fingertips. 

Introducing 

Inspired Drapes.

*Offer good on selected Inspired Drapes® window treatments sold exclusively through Budget Blinds®. Drapery hardware and installation not included. At participating franchises only. Valid at time of 
initial estimate. Not valid with any other offers, discounts or coupons. Some restrictions may apply. Ask for details. Offer available for a limited time only. ©2019 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
Budget Blinds and Inspired Drapes are trademarks of Budget Blinds, LLC and Home Franchise Concepts Brands. Each franchise independently owned and operated. Franchise opportunities available.

Let us inspire you 
with beautiful fabrics, 
styles, hardware and 
more, exclusively  
from Budget Blinds.

(603) 783-5371
BudgetBlinds.com/ConcordNH

FREE In-Home Consultation
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AN OLD-
FA S H I O N E D

H O L I DAY
Concord mixologist and

author J.M. Hirsch
shares some recipes
from his new book
all about cocktails
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The premise for “Pour Me An-
o t h e r,” a new book by Concord author
J.M. Hirsch is simple. If you love a
good cocktail, and generally know
what you like, Hirsch guides you in
new directions with pages of fun
takes. If you love a Gin & Tonic, try
the refreshingly sweet & sour Satan's
Halo. Is your go-to order the classic
Mojito? Switch things up with the
bold and briny Dunlop. Everyone
loves a Margarita, but have you tried
the Manhattan-inspired La Rosita?
Discover the versatility of Vodka with
a cousin to the Martini, in the botani-
cal Stupid Cupid. For this issue,
Hirsch shares recipes for a couple of
classics, and explains the artistry that
goes on inside the glass.

MARG ARITA
For most of us, this is where

tequila begins. Yet the origins of the
classic Margarita mostly are lost (and
the stories you’ve heard likely aren’t
true). What we do know is that it is
part of the Daisy family, referring to
drinks made from a mix of a liquor,
orange liqueur, citrus juice and soda
water. Leave out the soda water and
you get a Margarita, which translates
from the Spanish as “daisy flower.”

While there are many creative iter-
ations of the Margarita, two ap-
proaches stand out. The classic calls
for two parts liquor, one part orange
liqueur, and half to three-quarters part
citrus juice, the sweetness coming
from the liqueur. The other approach,
famously created by Tommy’s in San
Francisco, substitutes a bit of agave
syrup for the orange liqueur, the idea

Elevate your cocktail game

J.M. Hirsch mixes
margaritas. His book is
available at Gibson’s.

Geoff Forester

Better Hearing  
Center, LLC.

Listening to New Hampshire and to You

2 Industrial Park Drive, Concord 603.224.9043
www.betterhear ingnh.com

Melissa M.
Burt

M.S., CCC-A

Serving the Concord area since 1957.

LLC
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being to play the agave backbone of
the tequila and sweetener off one an-
o t h e r.

I say, why take sides? I prefer my
margarita to have a little of both. The
high acidity of the cocktail balances
all that sweetness, while the orange
flavor keeps things light and bright.
Finally, the salt. All the flavors at play
here love a little salt. But don’t put it
on the rim of your glass, where it
blows out your ability to taste any-
thing else. Instead, add just a few
granules to the drink itself to heighten
and highlight all the other flavors.

Ing redients
2½ ounces blanco tequila
1 ounce lime juice
¾ ounce orange liqueur
¼ ounce agave syrup
6 to 10 granules kosher salt
Ice cubes
Mix it: In a cocktail shaker, com-

bine the tequila, lime juice, orange
liqueur, syrup and salt. Shake with ice
cubes, then strain into a rocks glass
with 1 large or 2 standard ice cubes.

OLD FASHIONED
The Old Fashioned is one of those

cocktails that truly has been through
the wringer. Many of the oldest
recipes are nothing more than some
indiscriminate whiskey with a sugar
cube and bitters, sometimes a splash
of water. A few recipes, as in Harry
Jo h n s o n’s 1882 Bartenders’ Manual,
added a dash of absinthe or Curaçao
to the mix “if required,” as he said.
Things went along merrily until Pro-
hibition meant the rotgut Americans
were forced to drink no longer could
be appreciated in such simple form.
Cue the addition of fruit to the Old
Fashioned. In time, that became the
standard, and sadly so. But in recent
years, we’ve seen a return of the so-
called pre-Prohibition-era Old Fash-

ioned. Thankfully! This is my very
simple take on that classic. I’m
adamant about not adding much ice
to my Old Fashioned, but adjust as
you see fit.

Ing redients
3 ounces bourbon or rye

ounce (¾ teaspoon) agave or
simple syrup

Dash orange or Angostura bitters
1 small ice cube
Mix it: In a rocks glass, stir the

bourbon, syrup, bitters and ice cube.

J.M. Hirsch is a James Beard
Award-winning food and travel writer.
He is editorial director of Christopher
Kimball's Milk Street, a Boston-based
food media company with a 140,000-
circulation print magazine, award-
winning cookbooks and public televi-
sion and radio shows that reach mil-
lions of viewers and listeners. His pre-
vious cookbooks include High Flavor,
Low Labor and Beating the Lunchbox
Blues. He lives in New Hampshire
with his son, husband and two cats.

SUBSCRIBE

Share the
wonder of our
beautiful area
and the latest news all year
long with an Around CONCORD
gift subscription.
Be sure to order a subscription
for yourself, too!

Send a check for $19.95
for one year (4 issues) to:
AROUND CONCORD
One Monitor Drive
Concord, NH 03301
or call 603-369-3212

BRING THE SPLENDOR
OF AROUND CONCORD

DIRECTLY TO YOUR HOME!
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CARVE
OUT

SOME
TIME

Coming Jan. 27-30,
you can watch pond

hockey of all ages
by a bonfire, witness

some impressive
ice carving, or

check out many
of the other
happenings
in between

By ERIC RYNSTON-LOBEL
At the end of January, the pond at White Park turns into a

hockey extravaganza. In 2023, more than 80 teams will take to
the outdoor ice, eager to participate in the 12th annual 1883
Black Ice Pond Hockey tournament.

It ’s not an easy event
to put together, with the
potential for blizzards,
rain or warm tempera-
tures to mess up the ice
surface. But it’s become
part of a focal point of
late January in Concord,
closely coinciding with
the Concord Winter
Festival that’s put to-
gether by InTown Con-
cord and The Hotel
Co n co rd .

“We ’ve got the right
recipe of attracting folks
to come down and catch
a few games and see
wh at ’s going on,” Chris
Brown, the tournament’s
chairman, said. “We
want to have people go to White Park, see the action but enjoy
the rest of the activities going on in the city as well.”

2023 will be the first WinterFest that has shuttles, taking
people to and from White Park, so they can easily enjoy both

DON’T MISS IT

The 1883 Black Ice Pond Hockey
tournament, Winterfest team up

Alex Bieniecki of Wentworth carves
an ice sculpture in front of the
State House in 2021.
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Monitor file
Each winter,
teams and
players of all ages
from across the
region come to
White Park in
Concord to play
pond hockey.

the hockey and everything downtown Concord
has to offer.

“We kind of operate autonomously, but we’re
very supportive of them, and they’re very sup-
portive of us,” Jessica Martin, InTown Concord’s
executive director, said of the relationship be-
tween the tournament and the winter festival.

For the first time, Martin said they’re also

hoping to have food and retail vendors, as well
as a beer tent, though they’re still in the plan-
ning stages.

“This is our attempt to encourage people to
continue to go downtown for shopping needs,
keep business booming and keep the down-
town vibrant even though it is colder,” Martin
sa i d .

NE-405098

Serving NH Legal 
Needs Since 1908
Excellence is something we strive 
for each time we provide legal 
counsel for the families, businesses, 
and municipalities of the Granite 
State. We are proud to serve the 
people and communities of NH.

PRACTICE AREAS

law@uptonhatfield.com
uptonhatfield.com

• Individuals & Families
• Businesses & Nonprofits
• Municipalities & Schools

Concord | 603-224 -7 791   n   Peterborough | 603-924  -3864   n   Por  tsmouth | 603-  436  -7046
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OLD SOLE
OF DOWNTOWN CONCORD
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Photography By GEOFF FORESTER
The shoes that line D.J. Annicchiarico’s shop on South Main Street are often well-worn and a

testament to things built right the first time. But they’re relative newcomers compared to the shop
itself, which is lined with old machinery, seemingly ancient tools and the comfort of another era.
United Shoe Repair is a fourth-generation cobbler and has served residents of the region for well
over 100 years. Annicchiarico gave us a tour of his vintage operation.

At United Shoe Repair, a century-plus of comfort
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LEFT: There are shoes
on shelves all over the
store, either waiting
for repair or for
customers to pick
them up.

BELOW: D.J.
Annicchiarico works
on replacing a zipper
on a pair of expensive
and comfortable
boots.
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This machine is used to cut off the excess rubber on the
heel of a boot.

A n n i c c h i a r i c o’s grandfather built a shoe buffer with
different materials that he still uses in the shop.

Although Annicchiarico uses many machines to repair shoes, he depends on hand tools to do the job too.
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LEFT: Annicchiarico has a sole
print tattoo on his inner
forearm to display both his
dedication to the store and
his love of hiking.

A n n i c c h i a r i c o’s dog, Moses, sleeps in the back of the shop. Moses and his other dog, Byrdie, hang with him while he
works in the shop.

ABOVE: United Shoe Repair
will remain a fixture on South
Main Street in Concord.
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Shop Local In & Around Concord

UNIQUE DINING
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11 Depot Street, Concord, NH 
(603) 715-5723 

www.revivalkitchennh.com
 @revivalkitchennh 

Casual upscale dining with farm to table influence.  Reviving 
Old World classic dishes using local meats, produce and 

dairy.  Unique and classic cocktails and every wine available 
by the glass.

Open Tue-Thu 4 - 9pm, Fri-Sat 4 - 10pm, 
Closed Sun & Mon

Revival Kitchen & Bar

$ $ N
E
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3

Constantly Pizza
39 S. Main Street, Concord, NH 

(603) 224-9366   www.constantlypizza.net 
  @ConstantlyPizza 

The dough is made from scratch every day, the sauce 
is homemade, and the veggies, meats, and cheeses 
are sliced on site. The menu is filled with a variety of 
great pizza and sub combinations, along with special 

treats. Let us cater your next special event! 

Mon-Thu & Sat 11am-10pm, Fri 11am-11pm, Sun Noon-9pm

19 North Main St, Concord
 603-228-1198 vikinghouse.com

European imports, foods  
& fine gifts

NE-405087

Beautiful selection of 
European fine gifts for any 
occasion, unique greeting 

cards, and tasty treats!

NE-405089

Beautiful Nails for any Occasion
By Appointment Only, Call for a Reservation. 

Following all COVID 19 Guidelines.  
Purchase a Gift Card for a Friend  

or a Future Visit

89 STORRS ST, CONCORD, NH 03301  
Across the street from Burlington Coat Factory 

Tel: 603.715.1648 • Tel: 603.715.1013

Shop Local In & Around Concord

UNIQUE 
SHOPPING

Ichiban Japanese Steakhouse & Sushi Bar
118 Manchester St. | Concord, NH 03301

(603) 223-3301
www.ichibanconcord.com

NE-382973

ICHIBAN JAPANESE STEAK HOUSE & SUSHI BAR
A FAMILY-OWNED RESTAURANT SERVING TRADITIONAL 

JAPANESE CUISINE WITH AN AMERICAN FLARE!

Lunch 
Monday to Sunday: 11am – 2:30pm

Dinner
Monday to Thursday: 4pm – 8:30pm
Friday & Saturday: 4pm – 9:30pm

Sunday: 4pm – 7:30pm
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Best of Concord
ANNUAL READER SURVEY OF TOP PLACES IN AND AROUND THE CITY

ABOUT THE CAPPIES
We all have our favorite spots
in the city. Each spring, the
“Concord Monitor” asks the
community to weigh in on the
best Concord has to offer
across a host of categories. We
thought it’d be helpful for our
“Around Concord” readers to
use this as a guide for their
holiday shopping and their
year-end financial planning.

 PEOPLE’S
 PREFERENCE

 CAPITAL AREA

 2020

 CAPPIES CAPPIES

 1 st  PLACE 1 st  PLACE

2022

ACTIVE AGING
Sponsored by Havenwood

Heritage Heights

55+ Communities
Winner : Havenwood Heritage Heights
Second Place: John H. Whitaker
Assisting Living
Runner Up: Presidential Oaks
Runner Up: Sherwood Glen-Raymond NH
 

Assisted Living
Winner: Havenwood Heritage Heights
Second Place: John H. Whitaker
Assisting Living
Runner Up: Gerrish Manor
Runner Up: Taylor Community at Laconia
Runner Up: Presidential Oaks
 

Retirement Homes
Winner : Havenwood Heritage Heights
Second Place: Merrimack County
Nursing Home
Runner Up: Presidential Oaks

Runner Up: Peabody Home
Runner Up: Taylor Community at Laconia
Runner Up: Villa Crest Nursing &
Ret irement-Manchester

Birthday Party Venue
Winner: Chuckster ’s
Second Place: Fu n sp ot
Runner Up: McAulif fe-Shepard
Discovery Center
Runner Up: Bout well’s Bowling
Runner Up: Dave & Buster’s

Brewer y
Winner: Concord Craft Brewery
Second Place: Lither mans
Runner Up: Henniker Brewey
Runner Up: Kettlehead Brewery
Runner Up: Twin Barns Brewing Co

Cock tails
Winner: El Rodeo Mexican Restaurant
Second Place: Puritan Backroom
Runner Up: Chuck ’s Barbershop
Runner Up: O Steaks & Seafood
Runner Up: The Common Man

ARTS
Sponsored by New Hampshire

Federal Credit Union

After Hours Hangout
Winner: El Rodeo Mexican Restaurant
Second Place: The Common Man
Runner Up: Chuck ’s Barbershop
Runner Up: Kettlehead Brewery
Runner Up: Area 23
Runner Up: Margarit a’s

Art Gallery
Winner: Currier Musem of Art
Second Place: Kimball Jenkins
Runner Up: Two Villages Art Society
Runner Up: Newmarket Millspace Gallery

File
Looking for last-minute gifts? This list is a great place to start.
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Thank youThank you
to all of our clients and friends in the Concord 

area and a special thanks to our employees 
for making this award possible.

Voted Best Insurance Agency

With offices in Lebanon, NH, Portland, ME and Bennington, VT

2022 

NE-404803
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Comed y
Winner: Capitol Center for the Arts
Second Place: Hatbox Theatre
Runner Up: Headliners Comedy Club
Runner Up: The Flying Monkey
Runner Up: The Colonial Theatre

Community Event
Winner: Market Days
Second Place: Warner Fall Foliage Festival
Runner Up: Rock ‘N Race
Runner Up: Halloween Howl
Runner Up: Concord Multicultural Festival
Runner Up: Midnight Merriment

Live Theatre
Winner: Capitol Center for the Arts
Second Place: Hatbox Theatre
Runner Up: The Colonial Theatre
Runner Up: Bank of NH Stage
Runner Up: The Palace Theatre

Margarit a
Winner: El Rodeo Mexican Restaurant
Second Place: Her manos
Runner Up: Margarit a’s
Runner Up: Cas amigos
Runner Up: La Caretta

Movie Theater
Winner: Red River
Second Place: Smit ty’s
Runner Up: Bar n’z Cinema
Runner Up: Chunkys Manchester
Runner Up: Regal Hooksett

Museum
Winner: McAuliffe-Shepard Discover Center
Second Place: New Hampshire
Telephone Museum
Runner Up: Mt. Kearsarge Indian Museum
Runner Up: Currier Museum of Art
Runner Up: Strawbery Banke Museum

Music Venue
Winner: Bank of New Hampshire Pavilion
Second Place: Capitol Center for the Arts
Runner Up: Hatbox Theatre
Runner Up: SNHU Arena
Runner Up: Bank of NH Stage

Night Club
Winner: Tandy ’s Pub & Grille
Second Place: The Goat Manchester
Runner Up: Molly ’s Tavern
Runner Up: Shooter ’s Tavern
Runner Up: Tower Hill Tavern

Winer y
Winner: La Belle
Second Place: Hermit Woods Winery
Runner Up: Crazy Cat Winery
Runner Up: Black Bear vineyard
Runner Up: Gilmanton Winery

CAPPIES 2022: ANNUAL READER SURVEY OF THE BEST OF CONCORD

A U TO M OT I V E
Sponsored by

Next Level Automotive

Auto Body
Winner: Guimond’s Autobody
Second Place: Above All Collision Center
Runner Up: Key Collision
Runner Up: Banks Collision Center

Auto Detailing
Winner: Concord Auto Spa
Second Place: Un o s
Runner Up: DriveBy Suds Mobile Detailing
Runner Up: Divine Detailing
Runner Up: Pa u l ’s Executive Car Care

Auto Parts
Winner: Gilbert Driveline Service & Supply
Second Place: Batteries Plus Bulbs
Runner Up: Sanel NAPA
Runner Up: Gr appone
Runner Up: O’Re i l ly

Serving New Hampshire since 1960
Installation & Service

Plumbing Systems  |  Heating Systems  |  Water Systems
Backflow Preventers  |  Water Heaters  |  Drain Cleaning  |  Gas Piping

3 Bow Bog Road, Bow NH 03304 | 225-6929 | www.bowph.com

MBE #0000478 | Well Pump License #76
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Your flooring destination
since 1996!

support and taking time

Thank 
you

to everyone for the

 to VOTE!to VOTE!

248 Sheep Davis Road, Suite 8 
Concord, NH 03301  
(603) 836-9492
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CBD PRODUCTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG 
ADMINISTRATION AND ARE NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE, OR PREVENT 

ANT DISEASE. CONSULT YOUR PHYSICIAN BEFORE USE. FOR ADULTS OVER 18+

Voted Best
CBD Store

Thank you to our valued 
and loyal customers!

MADE IN 
THE USA

211 LOUDON RD., SUITE A • 603-715-1153 • WWW.GETSUNMED.COM 
TUE - SAT 10 A.M. - 6 P.M. • CLOSED SUN & MON

Full & Broad Spectrum CBD:
We use phytocannabinoid rich (PCR) hemp that has a naturally high CBD level,  
and an abundance of other beneficial cannabinoids (CBG, CBN, CBC), as well as 
flavonoids, terpenes, and essential amino acids

Manufacturing and Extraction Process:
SunMed sources organically grown hemp from Colorado which has been certified by 
the Department of Agriculture and uses a CO2 extraction process, which eliminates 
the need for chemical solvents. This creates unique synergies that increase efficacy, 
target specific ailments, and increase the binding of CBD. Exerissecus aut eatem 
quassit iaecerit et remodisci

Independent Third Party Lab Testing:
We manufacture and sell superior, high quality CBD products. We are not scared 
to have an unbiased, outside source verify that for our customers! We include 
the product name, the MG-Batch Code and photo of product at the lab - Correct 
Potency-Pesticide Free-Solvent Free-Heavy Metal Free-Mold / Microbial Free always!

NE-404813
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CAPPIES 2022: ANNUAL READER SURVEY OF THE BEST OF CONCORD

Auto Repair
Winner: Carlson Motors
Second Place: Next Level Auto
Runner Up: Weeds Family Automotive
Runner Up: Gr appone
Runner Up: S. Main St. Service

Car Wash
Winner: Un o s
Second Place: The Black Dog
Runner Up: Golden Nozzle
Runner Up: Concord Auto Spa
Runner Up: DriveBy Suds Mobile Detailing

New Car Dealership
Winner: Gr appone
Second Place: Concord Nissan
Runner Up: Planet Honda
Runner Up: Banks Chevrolet
Runner Up: The Car Doctors

Oil & Lube
Winner: Car lson’s Motors

Second Place: Next Level Auto
Runner Up: Gr appone
Runner Up: Weed Family Automotive
Runner Up: Prompto Lube

RV Dealership
Winner: Outdoor Sports Center
Second Place: Camping World
Runner Up: Bills RV Service
Runner Up: Cold Springs RV
Runner Up: Country Camper

T ires
Winner: Car lson’s Motors
Second Place: Next Level Automotive
Runner Up: Town Fair Tire
Runner Up: Weed Family Automotive
Runner Up: Tire Warehouse

Used Car Dealership
Winner: Car lson’s Motors
Second Place: T im’s Truck Capital
Runner Up: Gr appone

Runner Up: Concord Nissan
Runner Up: Banks Chevrolet

DINING
Sponsored by

Trend Acupuncture

Asian Food
Winner: Ichiban Japanese Steakhouse &
Sushi Bar
Second Place: M ASA
Runner Up: Chen Yang Li
Runner Up: Mor itomo
Runner Up: Tea Garden

Bar becue
Winner: Smokeshow Barbeque
Second Place: Draft Restaurant and Grill
Runner Up: Smoke Shack Southern
Bar becue
Runner Up: Geor gia’s Northside
Runner Up: KC ’s Rib Shack

NE-404808

PROUDLY SERVING AMERICA’S CONSTRUCTION NEEDS IN 
NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND SINCE 1955

Thank You New Hampshire for voting us Best 
General Contractor in the Region!
Come see for yourself what we are all about.    

Now Hiring. Excellent compensation and benefits. Apply online.

ROAD * BRIDGES * HIGH WAY *PILE DRIVING * DRAINAGE * LARGE SITE WORK PROJECTS
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CAPPIES 2022: ANNUAL READER SURVEY OF THE BEST OF CONCORD

Breakfast Fare
Winner: Tucker s
Fare Second Place: J&J Yolk
Runner Up: Beef side
Runner Up: The Newell Post
Runner Up: Red Arrow Diner

Buf fet
Winner: The Red Blazer
Second Place: A l a n’s of Boscawen
Runner Up: Concord Food Co-op
Runner Up: Brook side
Runner Up: Golden Corral

Dinner
Winner: El Rodeo Mexican Restaurant
Second Place: Draft Restaurant and Grill
Runner Up: Rev ival
Runner Up: Her manos
Runner Up: Red Blazer

Family Friendly
Winner: Beef side
Second Place: Draft Restaurant and Grill
Runner Up: J o h n s o n’s Seafood & Steak
Runner Up: T-Bone s
 Runner Up: The Red Blazer

Fine Dining
Winner: Rev ival
Second Place: O Steaks & Seafood
Runner Up: A ngel i n a’s
Runner Up: The Common Man
Runner Up: Copper Door

It alian
Winner: A ngel i n a’s Ristorante Italiano
Second Place: G i u s e p p e’s
Runner Up: Fr atello’s
Runner Up: CC Tomatoes
Runner Up: Vea n o’s

Lunch fare
Winner: Washington Street Café & Catering
Second Place: Draft Restaurant and Grill
Runner Up: Constantly Pizza

Runner Up: Beef side
Runner Up: Smokeshow Barbeque

Mexican Restaurant
Winner: El Rodeo Mexican Restaurant
Second Place: Draft Restaurant and Grill
Runner Up: Her manos
Runner Up: Cas amigos
Runner Up: Dos Amigos

Outdoor Dining
Winner: The Draft Restaurant and Grill
Second Place: El Rodeo Mexican
Rest aurant
Runner Up: Cheer ’s
Runner Up: Surfside Dairy Bar
Runner Up: Lakehouse Tavern

Romant ic
Winner: A ngel i n a’s
Second Place: Copper Door
Runner Up: Rev ival
Runner Up: O Steaks & Seafood
Runner Up: Granite Restaurant

Seaf ood
Winner: Concord Beef & Seafood
Winner: The Dipsy Doodle
Runner Up: Makr is
Runner Up: The Beach Plum
Runner Up: Weathervane Pembroke

Steak house
Winner: Hanover Street Chophouse
Second Place: Gauchos Churrascaria
Brazilian Steakhouse
Second Place: Longhor n
Runner Up: O Steaks & Seafood
Runner Up: T Bones

Take- Out
Winner: The Draft Restaurant and Grill
Second Place: Beef side
Second Place: Tilton House of Pizza
Runner Up: Brookside Pizza
Runner Up: Const antly

Vegetarian Fare
Winner: Washington Street Café & Catering
Second Place: The Smoothie Bus
Runner Up: C ol’s Kitchen
Runner Up: Concord Food Co-Op
Runner Up: Live Juice

FUN FOOD
Sponsored by

Alan's of Boscawen Restaurant

Baker y
Winner : Wyat t’s Wicked Goods
Second Place: Crust and Crumb
Runner Up: Bread & Chocolate
Runner Up: The Yum Yum Shoppe
Runner Up: Red Blazer

Burger s
Winner: Barley House
Second Place: Surfside Burger Bar
Runner Up: 5 Guys
Runner Up: V ibe s
Runner Up:Tuckaway Tavern

Chicken Wings/Tenders
Winner: Puritan Back Room
Second Place: Brookside Pizza
Runner Up: W ine’ing Butcher Meredith
Runner Up: The Draft Restaurant and Grill
Runner Up: Wow Chicken

Cof fee
Winner: A&E Coffee
Second Place: Cumberland Farms
Runner Up: Brothers Cortado
Runner Up: White Mountain Coffee Co.
Runner Up: Revels toke

Desser t
Winner: Wyat t’s Wicked Goods
Second Place: Red Blazer
Runner Up: Bread and Chocolate
Runner Up: The Yum Yum Shoppe
Runner Up: Crust and Crumb
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CAPPIES 2022: ANNUAL READER SURVEY OF THE BEST OF CONCORD

Doughnut s
Winner: Brother ’s Donuts
Second Place: NH Doughnut Co
Runner Up: Chichester Country Store
Runner Up: Gould Hill
Runner Up: Mur iel’s

Fried Food
Winner : Beef side
Second Place: Brookside Pizza
Runner Up: Dipsey Doodle Dairy Bar
Runner Up: Puritan Backroom
Runner Up: J o h n s o n’s

Ice Cream
Winner: Jor dan’s Ice Creamery
Second Place: Richar dson’s
Runner Up: Ar nie’s
Runner Up: Beech Hill
Runner Up: Frekey ’s

Pizz a
Winner: Brookside Pizza
Second Place: Tilton House of Pizza
Runner Up: Constantly Pizza
Runner Up: S al’s
Runner Up: V innie’s Pizza

Subs
Winner: Na d ea u ’s
Second Place: Brookside Pizza
Runner Up: Washington Street Cafe
Runner Up: Constantly Pizza
Runner Up: Wrap City

Sushi
Winner :Moritomo Japanese Steakhouse
and Sushi Bar
Second Place: Ichiban Japanese
Steakhouse & Sushi Bar
Runner Up: Splendid Sushi
Runner Up: M ASA
Runner Up: Beijing Tokyo

H E A LT H
Sponsored by Serendipity

Day Spa & Float Studio

Barber Shop
Winner : The Modern Man Barbershop &
Shave Parlor
Second Place: Luck y's
Runner Up: American Barber
Runner Up: Ruel's Barber Shop
Runner Up: Toby ’s Barbershop
 

G ym
Winner : Thrive Fitness
Second Place: YMCA of Concord
Runner Up: The Zoo Health Club
Runner Up: Body Design by Joy
Runner Up: Capital Fitness Center
 

Hair Salon
Winner: Flora's Hair Salons
Second Place: Che Bella
Runner Up: A nj o u

Call today to schedule  
your Free Consultation  

(603) 783-5371  
BudgetBlinds.com/ConcordNH

2022 

BEST HOME DECOR  
SECOND YEAR IN A ROW!

FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT
FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR FOR YOUR 
SUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORTSUPPORT

NE-404816
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Runner Up: Salon K
Runner Up: Trilogy Hair Studio
 

Manicur e/Pedicur e
Winner : Roy Nails
Second Place: Serendipity Spa
Runner Up: Muscular Wellness
Treatment Center
Runner Up: Platinum Salon & Spa
Runner Up: Foxy Nails
  

Massage Therapist
Winner: Chichester Massage &
Bodywork Center
Second Place: Muscular Wellness
Treatment Center
Runner Up: Strength and Power Massage
Runner Up: Laura at Serendipity
Runner Up: Intuitive Touch
 

Spa
Winner : Serendipity Day Spa & Float Studio
Second Place: Platinum Salon and Spa
Runner Up: Body & Spirit Day Spa

MEDICAL
Sponsored by Coppola Therapy

Acupunctur ist
Winner: Amy Grant, Concord
Acupuncture Center

Second Place: Trend Acupuncture
Runner Up: Muscular Wellness
Massage Therapist
Runner Up: Concord Family Acupuncture
Runner Up: Five Seasons Acupuncture

A udiologis t
Winner: Better Hearing Center
Second Place: Concord Audiology
Runner Up: Audiology Specialists
Runner Up: New England Audiology
Runner Up: Alliance Audio

Cancer Care
Winner: Payson Center
Second Place: Dana Farber Boston
Runner Up: Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical
C enter
Runner Up: Frisbie Center For Cancer Care
Runner Up: NH Oncology-Hematology

Cardiac Care
Winner : Concord Hospital
Second Place: Catholic Medical Center

Runner Up: Spa Specialists
Runner Up: Sanctuary Bodyworks
 

Ta n n i ng
Winner: Turbo Tan
Second Place: Misty's Magic Mist
Runner Up: Sun Tan City
Runner Up: Pe t er's
Runner Up: Island Sun Tanning Salon
  

Tattoo Parlor
Winner: Arrows and Embers Concord
Second Place: Gothic Tattoo
Second Place: Midnight Moon
Runner Up: Capital City Tattoo
Runner Up: Mayhem Inc

Design  |  installation  |  outDoor living  |  Maintenance

A Huge THAnk You To All our ClienTs
And espeCiAllY our emploYees for mAking

THis AwArd possible!

For Best Landscaper 2022

Celebrating
45 Years

in the 
Concord

Area!

603.798.5048   www.taskerlandscaping.com

NE-404810
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Runner Up: The Elliot
Runner Up: DH Medical Center

Childbir th
Winner: Concord Hospital
Second Place: Catholic Medical Center
Runner Up: Elliot Hospital
Runner Up: Dartmouth NICU

Chir opractor
Winner: Crossroads Chiropractic
Second Place: Splendore Family Chiropractic
Runner Up: Dr. Sellar
Runner Up: Performance Health Spine
and Sport Therapy
Runner Up: Vibrant Health Chiropractic

Dentis t
Winner: Generations Dental Care
Second Place: Caring Family Dentistry
Second Place: Grace Family
Runner Up: Concord Family Dentistry
Runner Up: Dr. Orzechowski and Dr. Arndt

Emergency Care
Winner: Concord Hospital
Second Place: Convenient MD
Runner Up: The Elliot
Runner Up: DH Medical Center
Runner Up: Clear Choice

Eye Doctor
Winner: Sacco Eyecare
Second Place: Concord Eye Care
Runner Up: In Focus Eye Care
Runner Up: Concord Family Vision
Runner Up: Capital Vision Center

Hospit al
Winner: Concord Hospital
Second Place: DH Medical Center
Runner Up: Elliot Hospital
Runner Up: Catholic Medical Center

Or thodontics
Winner: Generations Dental Care
Second Place: Dr. Vermette

Runner Up: Luba Richter
Runner Up: Kennell Orthodontics
Runner Up: Concord Orthodontics

Pediatric Care
Winner: Concord Pediatrics
Second Place: CHaD Pediatrics- Concord
Runner Up: Elliot Pediatrics and Primary
Runner Up: Crossroads Family Medicine
Runner Up: Family Tree
Runner Up: Pediatric Health Associates
of Manchester

Pediatric Dentistry
Winner: Generations Dental Care
Second Place: Concord Pediatric Dentistry
Runner Up: Lakes Region Children’s Dentistry
Runner Up: Grace Family
Runner Up: Laurie A. Rosato, DMD

Physical Therapist
Winner: Fit For Life, Ross Childs
Second Place: Progressive Therapy Services
Runner Up: Coppola Physical Therapy
Runner Up: Performance Health Spine
and Sport Therapy
Runner Up: Concord Orthopedics

P hysician
Winner: Dartmouth Hitchcock Clinic Concord
Second Place: Concord Family Medicine
Runner Up: Internal Medicine
Runner Up: Family Tree Health Care, Hopkinton
Runner Up: Penacook Family Physicans

PETS
Sponsored by

NY Smoke N Vape Shop

Boar der
Winner: Bark Now!
Second Place: Barking Dog Hooksett
Runner Up: Cilley Veterinary Clinic
Runner Up: Woodlawn Pet Resort
Runner Up: F inlayson’s
 

Gr oomer
Winner: Pawtopia Pet Grooming Salon

Second Place: Natural Instincts Holistic Pet Spa
Runner Up: Bark Now!
Runner Up: F inlayson’s
Runner Up: Pet Smart
 

Pet Supply
Winner : For the Love of Dogs Everywhere
Second Place: Sandy ’s Pet Food Center
Runner Up: Osbornes Agway
Runner Up: Pet Smart
Runner Up: Petc o
 

Tr ainer
Winner: No Monkey Business
Second Place: Karen Smith- Pet Agree
Runner Up: F inlayson’s
Runner Up: Inspire K9
Runner Up: Nancy Fantom
  

Veter inar ian
Winner: Fisherville Animal Hospital
Second Place: Russel Animal Hospital
Runner Up: CAV ES
Runner Up: Cilley Veterinary Clinic
Runner Up: Blackwater Veterinary Hospital
Runner Up: VCA Riverside

SERVICES
Sponsored by

Brady Sullivan Properties

Bank
Winner: Merrimack County Savings Bank
Second Place: Ledyard National Bank
Runner Up: Franklin Savings Bank
Runner Up: TD Bank
Runner Up: Citizens Bank

Best Place to Work
Winner: Exac om
Second Place: R.S. Audley, Inc.
Runner Up: The Rowley Agency Inc
Runner Up: Ledyard National Bank
Runner Up: Shaker Road School

Butcher Shop
Winner: Concord Beef & Seafood
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23 SHEEP DAVIS RD. (rt.106) CONCORD, NH | SERENDIPITYDAYSPA.COM | 603.229.0400

Dear Santa,

This year I want my MommyThis year I want my MommyThis year I want my Mommy

to spend a day at the spa...to spend a day at the spa...to spend a day at the spa...
This year I want my Mommy

to spend a day at the spa...
This year I want my Mommy

to spend a day at the spa...
This year I want my Mommy

to spend a day at the spa...
This year I want my Mommy

to spend a day at the spa...

maybe bring me too. :)maybe bring me too. :)
to spend a day at the spa...

maybe bring me too. :)
to spend a day at the spa...

maybe bring me too. :)
to spend a day at the spa...

maybe bring me too. :)
to spend a day at the spa...

maybe bring me too. :)

PS. I’ll put out extraPS. I’ll put out extra

cookies and carrots.cookies and carrots.
PS. I’ll put out extra

cookies and carrots.
PS. I’ll put out extra

cookies and carrots.

 love, 
    Holly

D AY  S PA  &  F L O AT  S T U D I O

SHOP SMARTER NOT HARDER AND SKIP THE LINE!

You Can Order Your Gift Cards By Scanning This Code. We Offer Digital Gift Cards That Can Be 
Sent INSTANTLY, Scheduled OR Print It Off and Wrap It In a GIANT Box!

They’ll Never Know What’s Coming.
If Technology is Not Your Forte, We Offer Gift Cards That Come Wrapped In a Beautiful Box and 
We Would Love to See You! You Can Order Over The Phone and Pick Up, or Just STOP ON IN!

Santa Approved

Gift Cards
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Second Place: The Wine'ing Butcher
Runner Up: Tuck away
Runner Up: M i ke’s Meat Shop
Runner Up: Riverhill Market

C ontractor
Winner: R.S. Audley Incorporated
Second Place: Jim Duval
Runner Up: Cobb Hill
Runner Up: Tepper Contractors
Runner Up: Reardon Builders

Credit Union
Winner: New Hampshire Federal Credit Union
Second Place: Granite State
Runner Up: Triangle Credit Union
Runner Up: Bellwet her
Runner Up: Service Credit Union

Dry Cleaner
Winner: Cleary Cleaners
Second Place: Ar nos
Runner Up: Merrimack Cleaners
  

E lectr ician
Winner: Irish Electric
Second Place: Blay Electric
Runner Up: Mulleavey Electric
Runner Up: Keith Moran
Runner Up: Loudon Center Electric

Financial Advisor
Winner: Ledyard Financial Advisors
Second Place: NH Trust
Runner Up: Fidelity Investments
Runner Up: Benoit Financial Planners
Runner Up: Amer ipr ise

F looring
Winner: ADF Flooring
Second Place: Kanopka Flooring
Runner Up: Concord Carpet Center LLC
Runner Up: Bailey's Carpet

Gr eenhouse
Winner: Nicole's Greenhouse & Florist

Second Place: Black Forest
Runner Up: LaValley Farms
Runner Up: Murray ’s Greenhouse
Runner Up: Cole s

H ot el
Winner: The Hotel Concord
Second Place: The Centennial
Runner Up: Omni Mount Washington Resort
Runner Up: Hampton Inn
Runner Up: The Mountain View Grand

H VAC
Winner: Live Free Heating and AC
Second Place: R.A. Desmarais & Son
Runner Up: TJ Mechanical
Runner Up: HVAC Unlimited
Runner Up: Allianc e

Insurance Agency
Winner : The Rowley Agency Inc
Second Place: Davis & Towle Insurance Group
Runner Up: The Insurance Outlet
Runner Up: AAA
Runner Up: Allst ate
 

Kitchen & Bath
Winner: Cyr Kitchen and Bath
Second Place: All About Kitchens
Runner Up: Vintage Kitchens
Runner Up: Young ’s cabinet
Runner Up: Timeless Kitchen & Baths
 

L andscaper
Winner: Tasker Landscaping
Second Place: Belknap Landscaping
Second Place: Saucier Scapes
Runner Up: Thomson Lawn Care
Runner Up: MDM Property Management
 

Law Firm
Winner: Annis & Zellers PLLC
Second Place: Shaheen & Gordon, P.A.
Runner Up: Orr & Reno
Runner Up: Gallagher, Callahan & Gartrell, P.C.
Runner Up: McClane Middleton
 

P lumber
Winner: Bow Plumbing and Heating
Second Place: Herit age
Runner Up: Braydon Plumbing & Heating
Runner Up: Rich Otis Plumbing & Heating
Runner Up: Dan Ives
 

Power Equipment
Winner: MB Tractor & Equipment
Second Place: Gr eenlands
Runner Up: K n ox l a n d
Runner Up: Chappell Tractor
Runner Up: Mow town
 

Private School
Winner: Shaker Road School
Second Place: Bishop Brady
Runner Up: The Tilton School
Runner Up: Concord Christian Academy
Runner Up: St. Paul's School
 

Real Estate Agency
Winner: Seekers and Sellers Realty Nylora
Br uleigh
Second Place: Century 21 Circa 72 &
Thompson Real Estate
Runner Up: Cowan & Zellers
Runner Up: Better Homes and Gardens,
The Masiello Group
Runner Up: Dwight Keeler
 

Real Estate Agent
Winner: Nylora Bruleigh
Second Place: Casey DeStefano
Runner Up: Keeler Family Realtors
Runner Up: April Dunn
Runner Up: Cowan & Zellers
 

Roof er
Winner: F.B.I. Contracting
Second Place: New Heights
Runner Up: G. Ray Colby & Sons
Runner Up: Ron Palmer & Sons
Runner Up: Mar quis
 

Travel Agency
Winner: Terrapin Tours
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Second Place: Penny Pitou Travel
Runner Up: AAA
Runner Up: Epic Travel, LLC
Runner Up: Happy Travels

Ant ique s
Winner: Concord Antiques
Second Place: Hansel & Gretel Antiques
Runner Up: Laconia Antique Center
Runner Up: Showcase Consignment
Runner Up: Parker French
 

Beer/Wine Specialty Store
Winner : Concord Craft Beer
Second Place: Smoke & Barley
Runner Up: Capital Beverages
Runner Up: Wine on Main
Runner Up: Henniker Brewery
 

Book Store
Winner: Gib son's
Second Place: Innisfree Bookshop
Runner Up: BA M
Runner Up: MainStreet Bookends
Runner Up: Toadstool Bookstore
 

CBD Store
Winner : Your CBD Store
Second Place: Clearly Balanced Days
Runner Up: Natural Wellness Corner
 

Chocolate/Candy Store
Winner : True Confections
Second Place: Granite State
Runner Up: Keller hause
Runner Up: Lickeys & Cheweys
Runner Up: Cannoli Stop @ The Candy Shop
 

Clothing Store
Winner: Lilise Designer Resale
Second Place: Gond wana
Runner Up: Dressers Unlimited
Runner Up: T.J.Ma xx

Runner Up: JC Penney
  

Consignment Shop
Winner: Lilise Designer Resale
Second Place: Hilltop Consignment
Runner Up: Etcetera Shoppe
Runner Up: Showcase Consignment
Runner Up: The Hipster Shoppe
 

Furniture Store
Winner: Harris Family Furniture
Second Place: Cheney's Apple House
Fur niture
Runner Up: Endicott Furniture
Runner Up: Pompanoosic Mills
Runner Up: Ippolit os
 

Gift Shop
Winner : The Paper Store
 Second Place: League of NH Craftsmen
Runner Up: Viking House
Runner Up: Cobblestone Design
Runner Up: Penumbr a
  

Gourmet Food
Winner: Wine'ing Butcher
Second Place: Concord Beef and Seafood
Runner Up: Viking House
Runner Up: The Healthy Buffalo
Runner Up: Celeste Oliva
 

Grocery Store
Winner : Market Basket
Second Place: Hannafor d
Runner Up: Concord Food Co-op
Runner Up: Trader Joe's
Runner Up: ALDI
Runner Up: Sh aw' s
 

Home Décor
Winner: Budget Blinds / Concord & Hanover
Second Place: Cobblestone Design
Runner Up: Cheney's Apple House
Fur niture
Runner Up: Hilltop Consignment Gallery
Runner Up: Endicott Furniture
 

Natural Supplements Store
Winner: Granite State Naturals
Second Place: Concord Co-op
Runner Up: Sunflower Natural Foods
Runner Up: Natural Wellness Corner
Runner Up: A Market - Manchester
 

Shoe s
Winner: Joe Kings
Second Place: Runners Alley
Runner Up: Simply Birkenstock
Runner Up: Super Shoes Chichester
Runner Up: Millennium Running
 

Skincare Shop
Winner: Serendipity Day Spa & Float Studio
Second Place: Bona Fide
Runner Up: Pure Indulgence Day Spa
Runner Up: Body & Spirit Day Spa
Runner Up: Robin's Essential Skincare

Sports Equipment
Winner: Dicks Sporting Goods
Second Place: S&W Sports
Runner Up: Monkey Sports
Runner Up: Runners Alley
Runner Up: Concord Sporting Goods

SHOPPING
Sponsored by

Apple House Furniture

SPORTS & REC
Sponsored by

Concord YMCA

Best spot to take visitors
Winner: McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center
Second Place: Downtown Concord
Runner Up: Canterbury Shaker Village
Runner Up: Seacoas t
Runner Up: Franconia Notch State Park
 

Bowling Alley
Winner: Bout wells
Second Place: Fu n sp ot
 

Campgr ound
Winner: The Friendly Beaver
Second Place: Bear Brook
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Runner Up: Guns tock
Runner Up: Moose Hillock
Runner Up: Silver Lake Campground
 

Farm Stand
Winner: Carter Hill Farm
Second Place: Moulton Farms
Runner Up: Apple Hill Farm
Runner Up: Surowiec s
Runner Up: Diamond Hill
  

Fitness Center
Winner: Thrive Group Fitness
Second Place: Concord City Wide
Community Center 
Runner Up: YMCA of Concord
Runner Up: Vibe and Revive Yoga
Runner Up: DB Ultimate Fitness
 

Golf Course
Winner: Dus ton’s
Second Place: Beaver Meadow
Runner Up: Den Brea Golf Course
Runner Up: Lochmere Golf Course
Runner Up: Concord Country Club
  

Golf Equipment
Winner: Beaver Meadow Pro Shop
Second Place: Golf & Ski Warehouse
Runner Up: Den Brae Golf Course
 

Indoor Sports Center
Winner: Elite Sports Academy
Second Place: Concord City Wide
Community Center
Runner Up: Fieldhouse Sports
Runner Up: Concord Sports Center
 

Mar ina
Winner : Irwin Marina
Second Place: Akwa Marina Yacht Club
Runner Up: Winnisquam Marina
Runner Up: Fay ’s Boatyard
Runner Up: Goodhue Boat Company
Runner Up: Sh e p ’s
  

Martial Arts
Winner: SDSS Martial Arts of Concord
Second Place: Bodyworks Karate
Runner Up: The Phoenix
Runner Up: Concord Dance Academy
Runner Up: Tokyo Joe’s
 

Pool Dealer
Winner: Blue Dolphin Pools
Second Place: Empir e
 

PYO Farm
Winner: Carter Hill
Second Place: Apple Hill
Runner Up: Stone Mountain Farm
Runner Up: M ea d ow l e dge
Runner Up: Gould Hill
  

Riding Stables
Winner: Tow n s e n d
Second Place: Sugar Hill Stables, Weare
Runner Up: Bits, Etc.
Runner Up: Blue Sky Equestrian Stable
Runner Up: Abaris Stables
Runner Up: Wind Hill Farm
Runner Up: Windswept Farm
 

WEDDINGS
Sponsored by

Nicole's Greenhouse & Florist

Bridal & Formal Wear
Winner : A Day to Remember
Second Place: Betty Dee Fashions
Second Place: Modern Bride & Formal Shop
Runner Up: Armardo Joseph
Runner Up: Country Bridals and Formal Wear
 

Cater er
Winner: Washington Street Café & Catering
Second Place: Smokeshow Barbeque
Runner Up: DeeLuxe Bartending and Event
Staf fing
Runner Up: Red Blazer
Runner Up: Alan's of Boscawen Restaurant
 

F lorist
Winner: Cobbles tone
Second Place: Nicole's Greenhouse & Florist
Runner Up: McL eod's
Runner Up: Marshall's Florist & Gifts
Runner Up: Prescott's Florist
 

Ski Resort
Winner: Pats Peak
Second Place: Guns tock
Runner Up: C annon
Runner Up: Sunapee
Runner Up: Ragged Mountain
 

Summer Camp
Winner : Shaker Road School
Second Place: Concord Parks and Rec
Runner Up: Barry Conservation Camp
Runner Up: Audubon Society
Runner Up: YMCA of Concord
 

Yoga Studio
Winner: Thrive Group Fitness
Second Place: Body Design by Joy
Runner Up: Vibe & Revive Yoga
Runner Up: Sharing Yoga
Runner Up: Ohana Yoga

Monitor file
That holiday pie very well may have
had its roots at a local farm.
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J ewel e r
Winner : Romanc e
Second Place: NH League of Craftsmen
Runner Up: Tates Gallery
Runner Up: Goldsmiths Gallery LLC
Runner Up: Jeweler's Workshop
 

L imousine
Winner : Grace Limousine
Second Place: Lake's Region Limo & Taxi
Service, LLC
Runner Up: ASL Limousine
Runner Up: Primo Limo
Runner Up: Concord Cab
 

Photog rapher
Winner: Amie Elizabeth Photography
Second Place: Sydney Kerbyson
Photogr aphy
Runner Up: Anne Skidmore Photography
Runner Up: Maundy Mitchell
Runner Up: Sanya Ryan Photography
Runner Up: Yeaton Photography
 

Wedding Cake
Winner: Jacque s
Second Place: Red Blazer Rest.& Bakery
Runner Up: Laconia Village Bakery
Runner Up: Frederick's Pastries
Runner Up: Crust and Crumb
 

Wedding Venue
Winner: The Barn at Bull Meadow
Second Place: Castle in the Clouds
Runner Up: Dell-Lea Weddings & Events
Runner Up: Common Man Inn, Spa & Lodge
Runner Up: Wentworth by the Sea

Courtesy
The Barn at Bull Meadow on Bog Road in Concord.

Whether it’s a family dinner, 
or a gourmet dinner party... 

The quality of your ingredients 
makes all of the difference! At the 

Wine’ing Butcher in Pembroke, 
premium foods are our passion. 

MEREDITH
81 NH Route 25

603.279.0300

GILFORD
28 Weirs Road
603.293.4670

We only sell USDA Prime and Top Choice cuts of beef that are always American-raised. Always fresh. Never frozen.

16 Sheep Davis Road in PEMBROKE, NH 
603.856.8855                      Also Located in:

 PEOPLE’S
 PREFERENCE

 

 2 nd  PLACE 2 nd  PLACE

 PEOPLE’S
 PREFERENCE

AREA
  

 1 st  PLACE 1 st  PLACE

 PEOPLE’S
 PREFERENCE

 CAPITAL AREA
 CAPPIES CAPPIES

 1 st  PLACE 1 st  PLACE

2022 

 2 nd  2 2 2 2 nd  nd  nd  nd 

i you neighbor hood!
Whether it’s a family dinner, 
or a gourmet dinner party... 

We only sell Top Choice cuts of beef that are always Top Choice cuts of beef that are always Top Choice

i you neighbor hood!i you neighbor hood!i you neighbor hood!i you neighbor hood!

16 Sheep Davis Road in 
603.856.8855
16 Sheep Davis Road in 
603.856.8855

The Perfect Gifts
 for the foodies on your list are 
     Wine’ing Butcher     
          GIFT CARDS! 

Now thru 12/31/22

Buy a $25 Gift Card, Get a $5 Bonus!                                                   
MEREDITHGILFORD

WineingButcherNH.com

Ready-to-Cook Entrées | Artisan Cheeses
Specialty Wines| Local Craft Beers

WineingButcherNH.com
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Th ey ’re learning what slides or won’t stand, secret joy in crumbling what they create
or find. I give them permission I teach them to ask for. We’re disappointed

after each crash. Stand back & everything seems smaller. The world shifts;
even now we’re in motion & cells are changing. I can’t read without interruption

by memory or good intentions. I can’t make anything stop spilling & spitting & sputtering.
When they use spinners, I help them put thumbs down & mean it,

breathe through the blur that’s a type of focus & freedom from boring borders. Nobody
has enough language, though I share what little I have.

I hope they always push themselves against the earth & pile imperfections
& place pebbles in familial shapes. Though I don’t do it enough. I want them

to say open, please, and describe the treasure inside. To believe the world
is a box with no lid. Birds swoop & then leave us, but they’re not gone.

They recall our reaching hands. The leaves fall like ripe fruit letting go. Our starving eyes
devour color. The sky reminds us to stay on task. We want to name what’s beyond our reach.

I can’t say what we need or put it down here for them to pick over & stack awkwardly.
I describe balance by its absence, building though we know it falls.
 

Jennifer R. Edwards, MS, CCC-SLP is a speech-language pathologist
and writer in Concord.  Her debut poetry collection, U n sy m m e t r i ca l
B o dy, was released in July from Finishing Line Press. You can find her
work at Gibson’s and at Amazon.com.

Do you have poetry or scenic images you’d like to share?
Send them to editor@aroundconcord.com.

POETRY

Cairns at Preschool

The view atop
Mount Monadnock.

Monadnock Ledger-Transcript file



54 a ro u n d c  o n c  o rd .  c  o m

Learn More
‘Crosscurrents of Change” Concord, N.H. in the 20th Century’
This 400-plus page hardcover edition introduces you to the people who helped
shape a city, and it takes you through tragedy and triumph with some of the
defining moments in Concord history. To purchase a copy or to learn more,
visit concordhistoricalsociety.org/store.

Winter – no time to rest
Monitor file

The construction of the Everett Arena in 1965 in the name of hockey star Douglas N. Everett.

H I S TO R Y

By ALAN LESSELS
Concord gained some outside

recognition – for its outdoor recre-
ation – in the winter of 1962. White
Park, in particular, had long buzzed

with winter activity from speed skat-
ing and ice hockey to sledding and
skiing to match its baseball and other
summer pursuits. the incomparable
Betty Abbott of the recreation depart-
ment was responsible for much of it.

Once again in 1962, the recreation
department put on a Winter Carnival,
based primarily at the park and at

Snow Pond, a spot in east Concord
where a generation of skiers grew up
tussling with a couple of slippery rope
tows that hustled them up the hill, all
the while doing a number on their
m i tte n s .

Flying saucer and sledding con-
tests, hockey games and Silver Skates
events, were set for White Park one
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late January weekend. The next weekend, the
action switched to the Kibby Slopes at Snow
Pond for a giant slalom race and ski jumping
meet for kids and adults, all sponsored by the
Concord Ski Club.

The New York Times took notice early in
February with a story headlined “Wi n te r
Olympics – Family Style” in its Sunday maga-
zine.

“There have always been winter sports of
some sort and there have long been winter
carnivals on a somewhat showy and com-
mercial basis,” the story began. “But in recent
years, there has been a burgeoning of carni-
vals of, by and for the townsfolk themselves –
all ages and kinds. They might fairly be
called Winter Olympics – Family Style. Some
fifty communities in northern New England
now have them, and the number is growing.
Concord is one of the larger centers that put
on such events and it goes all out, requiring
two weekends to fit in all the items from ‘f ly -
ing saucer’ races to Old Timers skating, plus
two dances and the selection of a Queen.
Community interest is intense: the city’s de-
partment of recreation and parks, the Junior
Chamber of Commerce, the schools, the
merchants – all pitch in.”

This excerpt was part of Chapter 7: On the
Ball in “Crosscurrents of Change.”

Monitor file
White Park in Concord has long been a place where kids from across the city come to sled down the rolling hillside.

Monitor file
Douglas N. Everett, a Dartmouth College graduate in
1926 and All American who went on to help the
United States win a silver medal in the Olympic
Games in 1932 in Lake Placid.
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THE SCENE

A u t u m n’s moments

Left: Donald Sullivan takes a break while walking in high-heeled boots during
the Walk a Mile in Her Shoes event in Concord to raise awareness for the
many people facing domestic violence; Center: Dressed as a lion, Brendan
Hattan, 14 months, waits for his older sisters in the Henniker Halloween
parade; Right: PFC Brenna Lynn salutes at the departure ceremony for the
941st Military Police Battalion and 237th Military Police Company at the NH
Army National Guard training complex in Pembroke.

Geoff Forester photos
Hunter Duncan of Bow High approaches the 9th hole on a crisp October day at Beaver Meadow Golf Course.
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Geoff Forester photos
Albertine D’Almeida, left, Fartun Shegow, center, and Batulo Mahamed make meat pies for the annual Multicultural
Festival at Keach Park. Right, Sindy Chown of Barranquilla Flavor, a Colombian and Multicultural dance group,
performs at the September festival.

Alexandria Jamis, 2, of
Hooksett checks out the
goats and sheep at the
Hopkinton Fair.

A Donkey Kong mural
finds a home in downtown
C o n c o rd .

The parade of survivors
kicks off the annual
Making Strides Against
Breast Cancer Walk in
C o n c o rd .
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A THOUSAND WORDS

Contribute >> Welcome to ‘A Thousand Words,’ a quarterly feature that ends the magazine with an
iconic photo. Share your image with us, and we may be able to use it in a coming issue.
Only high-resolution photos are accepted, and despite the intent of the feature, we will
need to accompany your image with a few words. So please send your photo and a brief
description to editor@aroundconcord.com.

Concord Parks and Recreation workers blow and scrape
snow off the skating pond at Beaver Meadow Golf
Course last January. Even with the extreme cold, the
ice was still not secure enough for plows and trucks.

Geoff Forester

Yes, that
time of year!
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Paving Stones • Retaining Wall Block • Fire Pits  
Masonry Block • Natural Stone • Cultured Stone • Brick 

Granite & Decorative Stone • Tools & More

78 TURNPIKE ST. ALLENSTOWN, NH • 603-485-4400 / 6 CANDY LN. HUDSON, NH • 603-882-5700  

WWW.HUDSONQUARRY.COM

Authorized Dealer

Visit our Indoor & Outdoor Showrooms for a Large Supply of  
High Quality Landscape & Masonry Products 

WE CARRY A LARGE SELECTION OF MASONRY SUPPLIES 
FOR CHIMNEY AND FIREPLACE INSTALLATION AND REPAIR 
TO HELP YOU BEAT SOARING ENERGY PRICES THIS WINTER!

OPEN YEAR ROUND
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 LUMBER BARNS
     Division of BELLETETES, INC.

Pembroke, NH
129 Sheep Davis Road

224.7483

Moultonborough, NH
121 Whittier Hwy 

253.4404

Andover, NH
24 Ten Penny Lane

735.5544

Sunapee, NH
21 Sargent Road

763.9070
www.belletetes.com

Every Home Waits To Be A

MARVIN HOME
Find inspiration at your local, independent Marvin dealer today.

JAFFREY, NH
603.532.7716

PEMBROKE, NH
603.224.7483

SUNAPEE, NH
603.763.9070

ANDOVER, NH
603.735.5544

ASHLAND, NH
603.968.7626

WINCHENDON, MA
978.297.1162

NASHUA, NH
603.880.7778

PETERBOROUGH, NH
603.924.9436

MOULTONBOROUGH, NH
603.253.4404

www.belletetes.com
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